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OBSER VATIONS 


„ 
Wricings of the carla Sc. 


e XCESSI VE Flattery i IO always liable 
to Suſpicion. It often cloaks the moſt 
21 deteſtable and wicked Deſigns ; and 
never is the Growth of an Upright 
Heart. A Mind, ſays one of our eminent 
&- Hiſtorians, that knoweth itſelf unk, is in a 
manner dejected to a Servile Flattery, which 
c refuſes no Dutifulneſs, tend the ſame to 
never ſo great a Degree of Indignity.” 
Several other Reaſons made me, at firſt sighe, 
ſuſpect the frothy Author of the Obſervations 
on the Writings of the Craftſinau, of Views 
very different from the Profeſſions he makes. 
. But his farther Obſervationg, with which Ns 
| | A . 
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and oe 
Pt: De s Whitehall, the ot r 
4 Rome, expecting from both the Re- 
ward ef his Services. He over. acts his Part 
Ih endeavouring to convince the World how he 
propoſes to merit the firſt; and it will be no diffi- 
cl Task to demonſtrate that, tho? the laſt may 
en not to be fo regularly pay d, he has an 
i noi utable Title to it. 
5 I muſt, in the firſt Place aſſure him, that 
I have no farther concern in the Craftſman than 
| being his Reader, eſpecially of the judicious Re- 
marks he has lately publiſh d upon Hiſtory ; and 
I am no otherwiſe prejudiced in his Favour : 
than that I think the task he has undertaken is 
generous with reſpect to his Country and, as 
Har as I have obſerv'd, agreeable to the Truth = | 
Hiſtory. For at this Time I have not one of h's 
Papers-by me; nor ſhould I chuſeto look into 
them, if I had, ſince I intend to give my Opt- 
nion of the Points in Diſpute between him and 
his Antagoniſts impartially, and as I form'd it 
upon reading the Hiſtorians themſelves. 5 
* The Motive of my Undertaking is the Duty 
incumbent in every faithful Subſect, to diſcover 
and expoſe a Traitor in Diſguiſe; and in doing 
it 1 ſhall, for the Time, endeavour to remove 
from "7 Thoughts my unſurmounta ble I 
ence 
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dence of all Converts from Principles ſuck'd in 
with the Nurſe's Milk, and confirm'd by Educa- 
volts 7”; + | 2 "TEM. 
For, tho? a pretty Turn of Periods, their har- 
monious Cadence, a flowing Softneſs of Style, 
the peculiar Elegance of ſome Virgin Expreſ- 

ſons, unſully'd by the Pens of the Vulgar, the 
Mel and Papaver which Petronius ſpeaks of, 
and the Flowers and Chaplets that embel- 
liſh Modern Rhetorick, ſmelt ſtrong in every 
Page of the firſt, and gave Credit to the indu- 
ſtrious Reports of its being the Offspring of 
a——, too Polite for a Parſon, and' much 
too delicate to hunt with the Miniſter, unleſs it 
is in purſuit of Royal Game; yet the flagrant 
Malice, the Scandal, nay the Treaſons, with 
which the ſecond Part of that Pamphlet 7s 
fraught, beſpeak the real Parent, and entirely 
clear him to whoſe Door the Child was laid. 
His diftinguiſh'd Loyalty and ſteady Zeal leave 
no room to ſuſpe& him of low or underhand 
Deſigns ; and the Prudence which tempers his 
ſhining Qualities, renders him incapable of ſtum- 
bling into the unpardonable Error of caſting a 
Shade over the Virtues he would extoll, of de- 
3 pretiating while he endeauours to exalt, and 
of hurting thoſe whom officiouſly he intends to 
[ ſerve. Whoſe Birth in a Word, and eminent 
Station deſtroy all ſuſpicion of his demeaning 
himſelf to court a M—y, at the Expence of 
the Honour and Intereſt of his M——-r. 


Per- 


2 If ever it ſhould happen to be executed. 


Purſuaded of theſe Truths, I proceed to ex- 
amine the Purpoſe of the real Author, and in 
what manner he executes it. f 
In his firſt Performance, he undertakes to de- 
tect and expoſe the Writings of the-Craft/man, 
to lay open to the World his Endeavours to im- 
poſe upon their Underſtandings, and by a con- 
{tant abuſe of Hiſtory, and a continu'd Series of 


falſe Quotations and erroneous Gloſſes, to de- 


bauch the Subjects from their Allegiance to their 
Sovereign, and the Duty they owe to their 
Country. But to that World I appeal, and I chal- 
lenge him to point out one Inſtance wherein he 
has even attempted either ; unleſs we are to 
take his Aſſertions for Proof, and the ſounding 
Cant of an empty Declamation for Evidence and 
A by Floats 

He gave Reaſon alſo to expect an ample 
Juſtification of the Miaiſter and the Meaſures 

that, without the leaſt Diſguiſe, have often been 
found Fault with in that Weekly Paper: And 


what he fays for them amounts to this, That his 


Great Man © being as much ſuperior to his 
% Antaroniſts in Temper, as in Judgment, cooly 


„ ftands the ' ſucceſſive Accuſations laid to his 


<Q 


„Charge; equally invulnerable in his Quiet | 


* and in his Character. Theſe are his Words: 


As to the Grievances complain'd of, they 
„ muſt ſulſiut with the Commotions of Europe, 


and le the gradual Conſequences of the Treaty 
ef Seville.“ Thus he makes good his 


21 — 
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E Charge 


5 (ED) | 
Charge ; and in this unanſwerable Manner does 
he, at once, undeceive the Multitudes miſlead 
by the Craftſman. e 
But this I take to be a Copy of his Counte- 


nance, a cover'd Vehicle to convey his Poiſon 
into the Breaſts of the unwary. For he paſſes 
not ſo ſlightly over the Doctrines he would in- 
culcate, and ſtrikes his Arrows to the Heart, 
where he really intends to wound. He art- 
fully exaggarates the Weakneſs and Imbecility 
of the Government, or the Neglect and Indo- 
lence of the Miniſters, in ſuffering to paſs unpu- 
niſh'd the load of Treaſons whichhe palms upon 
the Craftſman, and publiſhes, at full Length, and 
without Diſguiſe, from other Papers. 
Thus he anſwers ſeveral important Ends. He 
ee real Treaſons, by eee the 
ſeaning of others, to thoſe who over-look'd 
them, or did not underſtand them in his Senſe. 
He proclaims Indemnity to ſuch of his Party as 
are capable of ſpeaking or publiſhing Treaſon; 
ſince thoſe are not puniſhed who, in a Courſe of 
three Years, have been weekly and daily guil- 
ty of it; and, if you will believe him, in the 
moſt avow'd and notorious Manner. The Na- 
turel Conſequence of this muſt be, if the Mini- 
ſters are faithful, that the Diſcontents and Diſaf- 
fections to the King and his Government are fo 
{trong and univerſal, that a Jury of twelve Men 
cannot be found to convict the greateſt Crimi- 
nal in this way; another admirable Hint to his 
Friends to he ſpeedy in ſhewing their Zeal. 


9 < 


JJ . 
{For if this is true, it i no Treaſon to, Gy that | 
the Pretender is at the Door. ENS 
After thisgroſs and fulſome Flattery, which 
cCannot fail of being offenſive to their Majeſties, 
and a freedom with their Characters moſt inſo- 
lent in him, he beſtows an admirable Compli- 
ment upon the King, and in Oppoſition to the 
Laws and Conſtitution, endeavours to eſtabliſh 
a Maxim that would make his Majeſt/ apſwer- 
able for, and even guilty of, all the Crimes, | 
Miſdemeanors, and Neglects of his Miniſters. | 
He would purſuade the World, no doubt, that 
his preſent Majeſty muſt ſtand and fall with his 
preſent Miniſtry ; a Doctrine, I believe, none 
of them will preſume to advance; and for | 
which, it T may venture to give my Opinion, | 
they ought to have puniſhed ſeverely the auda- 
cious Mallice of the Author. »» OF - 
Far be it from me to meddle with Things ſo | 
far above my Reach, to blame his Majeſty's 
Choice of Servants, or od fault with the Mea- 
fures they adviſe. Buf this, without Offence, I 
FT may venture to ſay, that no Mortal is infallible; 
and if Faults or Miſtakes happen to be com- 
mitted ; to whoſe Charge is it moſt decent as | 
Vell as juſt and equitable to lay them? As to the 
bad Compliment, he ſays, is pay'd either to his 
Majeſty's Head or his Heart, when, in conſe- 
quence of their undoubted Right, theSubjects, 
with Aſſurances of Loyalty and Zeal, repreſent 
what they conceive to be the State ofthe Nation, E 
or complain of Grievances, I ſhall only _ — 
7; . 3 = 


MEL 7) 
leave to offer one Word. No King of Exgland, 
I believe, will ever be aſham'd to follow the 
Example of the glorious King William who, in 
that Reſpect, copy'd after many of his Ance- 
»ſtors, and frankly own'd, upon more than one 
Occaſion, that he had been ill advis'd, and 
worſe ſerv'd; yet none ſure will call King Wil- 
liam a. Sloathful, an ignorant, or an indolent 
Prince. © : 1 
For my own Share, if it is not Treaſon, I take 
it to be the greateſt Inſult and higheſt Indignity 
to Majeſty, to aſſert that whoever blames or 
accuſes a Miniſter does, at the ſame Time, ar- 
raign the King; yet this our incomparable Au- 
thor boldly advances; and with no leſs Igno- - 
rance than Aſſurance affirms, that if the Repre- 
ſentations of-bad Management, the Diſtreſs of 
. our Affairs, or unhappy Situation are, in any 
Part, faithful, © the Odzum muſt fall upon the 
Head of the State, and the demerit be his 
«< Majeſty's. The Venom and Malice of this 
Aſſertion is evident, and I ſhall only add, that, 
if the Publiſher of it is not puniſh'd, it is not 
_ unreaſonable to imagine that he is well paid for 
It. | | | | 
But, to give the World an indiſputable and 
N Proof of the Acrimony and villainous 
Deſign of this Author, in his laſt Piece, enti- 
| tuled, Farther Obſervations, E9c. not contented 
| to repeat this abſurd and illegal, if not trea- 
5 ſonable Doctrine, of fixing the Odium of unſuc- 
. 8 ceſsful Meaſures on te SG, he very frankly 
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1 
acknowledges © That our late Meaſures have 
not proved Succeſsful : (page gth) by which he 


fairly endeavours to lodge an Odium, where, 


notwithſtanding his bare-fac'd Pretences, he 


In the fame Paper he further inculcates a 


Principle he broach'd in his Former ; and pre- 
tends to demonſtrate in = that all the Diſſer- 


tations of the Craft ſ man upon Hiſtory, © where 
« the Pride, the Weakneſs, the Avarice, or o- 


ce mention d, are ſo many direct Satires or ra- 
ether Libels againſt their preſent Majeſties.” 
Mr. D' Azvers can beſt explain his own Mean- 


ing, and juſtify himſelf ; but I cannot help being 


before-hand with him in one Thing, and an- 
ſwering the firſt Queſtion he propoſes, in which 
he ſeems to appeal to the Opinion of the World. 


« wicked Kzngs and Queens?” Why if it is, as 


he ſeems to own it, a generous and uſeful Un- 
dertaking to produce the various Inſtances of 


Attempts made, in various Reigns, againſt the 
Liberty of the Subject, to open our Eyes, and 
prevent our falling into the Snare, in caſe an 


mentioning the Methods made uſe by Kings and 
Queens, as well as Miniſters. Since ſometimes 


Kings and ſometimes Queens have * by 
i them - 


„„ . 


wiſhes, no doubt, to ſee it multiply and encreaſe. 


&« ther Imperfections of a Ning or Queen are 


I the only Meaning, ſays he, of theſe Eſſays 
is to tax the Mzniſtry with our Misfortunes, 
© wwhy do they meddle with the Characters of 


ſuch Attempts ſhould be made hereafter, theſe 
various Inſtances cannot be produc'd without 


3 
themſelves; tho? Miniſters indeed have oftener 
govern'd both; but (notwithſtanding our Au- 
thor's new Do&rine) were conſtantly accountable 
for every Miſchief or Misfortune, that either 
 happen'dor was attempted : Whether they were 
Agents or Deputies, the Minifers of their Sove- 
reigns diftates, or the Executors of their own 
: Projets: A Maxim moſt diſagreeable to an 
ambitious Miniſter. i 
His Demonſtration or Proof of this Accuſation 
againſt the Craftſman ends in anAppeal to every - 
Man's Conſcience. I ſhall Anſwer it by repeat- 
ing what I have already aid, that if a Jury of 
twelve Men cannot be found to convict the Au- 
thors of his neu- invented Treaſons, : Treaſoxs * 
„ which the Law hath not declar'd to be Trea- 
« ſons, it is a very plain Demonſtration, that 
no Body, but this abandon'd Author and his 
Aſſociates, has ever apply'd them in this trea- 
ſonable Manner. „ „ 5 
But what relates to the Craft ſman J have only 
mention'd by the by, and to ſhew I think his 
Diſcourſes on our Hiſtory ought to be encou- 
rag d, as agreeable and inſtructing Entertain- 
ments to Perſons of all Countries, who are ca- 
pable of Underſtanding them. + nn 
What chiefly mov'd my. Indignation againſt . 
this Author, and the Principle or Doctrine Iam | 
no treating of, beſides it's being highly inju- | 
rious to their Majeſties, is that, if it ſhould ever | 
revail, all Eſſays upon Hiſtory, Ancient and 
Moderh , Tranſlations of the beſt Authors, and 
e even 
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even his late Majeſty's generous Eſtabliſhment 
for the Encouragement of Modern Hiſtory in 
the Univerſities, may be diſcourag'd or entirely 
ſuppreſs'd. According to this Method of pro- 
ceeding, our Lectures upon many Parts of Hi- 
ſtory may be interpreted into Treaſon ; and the 
Tranſlation of Tacitus, now in Hand, may prove 

a more troubleſome and dangerous Undertaking 


than the Author is aware of, fince it will ſet out 
to publick View, and, if he follows his Author, 


often in Ttalicks, the Characters of many profli- 


gate Tyrants of both Sexes; who, tho' they 
govern'd the Univerſe, and were worſhipp'd by 


the abandon'd Slaves and Flatterers of their 


$5 


Times, were a Diſgrace to Human-kind. 


But, to leave no room to doubt of the 
malignant Tendency of this Author, with re- 
gard to «their Majeſties, and our happy Eſta- 


blifſhment, in advancing this Doctrine, I ſhall. 


| make Uſe of his own Inſtance of the artful Me- 


thods of taking away the Reputation of a pri- 
vate Mans (page. 11th of his laſt Piece) and 
ſhew that it evidently concludes againſt himſelf. 


Is there a more uſual] or ſpiteful Method of ca- 


lumniating than by publickly applying to a par- 
ticular Perſon the Circumſtances of a Story re- 


hkted by Another, who poſſibly mear't nothing 


Jeſs? This may be done in direct and plain 
Terms, and without any other Diſguiſe than the 
filſe pretence of Friendſhip, or of finding Fault 
with the Author's IIl- nature. This is the fame 


with coining Scandal, and putting it in other 


People's 


W 


0 32 


11 People's Names: And for daring ſuch impudent 


Practices, many a Villain has receiv'd a hearty 


drubbing, or had his Eyes cut out, without any 
Enquiry in relation to his pretended Author. 

If this be the juſt and uſual Return of inva- 
ding in this Manner, the Character of a private 


Perſon, what Puniſhment does he deſerve who, 


in the ſame artful Method, attacks and endea- 
vours to expoſe the ſacred Characters of Ma- 


jeſty itſelf ; and under pretence of detecting the 


hidden Meaning of others, accumulates in every 
Paragraph, in every Line of his Volumes, the 
moſt \horrid and ſcandalous Reflections, inter- 


larded with the coarſeſt dawbing, the groſſeſt 


and moſt abandonꝰd Flattery ? To what other 
End, I tremble'to mention his Words, has he in 
his laſt Fang, repeated, at leaſt twenty 
Times over, 

the Right of the Crown forfeited, and the Con- 
ſequence which, none, ſure, but himſelf ever 


dard to mention, that the People are thereby 
1 From their Allegiance (page 12 and 
1 
done, under any pretence whatſoever, is, with- 
out doubt, highly Criminal; but the degree of 


jerting theſe Things, in the Manner he has 


Guilt and the manner of Puniſhment muſt be 


determin'd by thoſe whoſe immediate Duty it is 
to vindicate the Honour, and maintain the Dig- 


nity of the Government. 


I ſhall mention another Caſe of the ſame N 2 


—_—_— Should an Eſſay be made upon the Ac- 
count given by Tacitus of the Uſurpation of 
1 8 I T | * > Ame 
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the Breach of the Coronation-Oath, 
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Nero; and the Right of Britannicus aſſertel. 
notwithſtanding the Conſent of the People and 

the Senates Approbation, (I avoid mentioning 
the various Circumſtances and Conſequences 


an Undertaking) yet this, ſure, could be no 
Treaſon: But I will venture to affirm that he 
Who explain d the Meaning of the Author to 
our preſent Circumſtances, and demonſtrated 
according to this new Method, (for Tacitus is 
flull of Italicks) that by the Senate was meant 
the Parliament, and the Pretender by Britan- 
nicus, Oc. Iwill venture, I fay, to affirm that 
he would be as much guilty of High Treaſon, 
Treaſon which the Law has declar d to be Trea- - 
ſon, as if he had directly aſſerted the Pretexder's | 
eto the Cron. ie 
The fame Thing would hold true of an En- 
quiry into the Duke of Holſteiu's Right to the 
Crown of Sueden, and of explaining it home 
to us. The firſt might be curious and innocent. 
Ihe laſt muſt be villainous and guilty This 
however appears to be the Drift of the Author 
of the Obſervations; and he has executed it in 
the moſt daring and extenſive Manner. 
The fame Hints, I underſtand, have been gi- 
ven of late by other Writers for the ſame Side 
of the Queſtion ; and they have ſet to Work 


that would naturally ariſe in the Courſe of ſuch 


to whitez, as this Author terms it, the blackeſt 


CharQers of Antiquity, in direct Oppoſition to 
Truth, Modefty, and good Senſe : As if the Vir- 
tues of the Dead could encreaſe the Eſteem or 
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Times; eſpecially if they have no other Rela- 


| poſe by the Sheet; and it is a Matter of great 


weak and ridiculous, and bring into the utmoſt 


- (6) | - 
Reſpe& for the Living, or ſetting forth the Vices 
and Imperfections of our Predeceſſors did, in 
the leaſt degree, aſſect the Characters of our 


tion to us than having bore the ſame Office or 
Employments. „ 
But theſe abandon' d Hirelings are paid, I ſup- 


Indifference to them in what manner they earn 
_ ks, nt. whether their Performances, in 
the End, do Service or Prejudice to their Pa- 
trons : For, when I reflect on the Number of 
indiſcreet, the weak, and ill-judg'd Apologies 

That daily appear, I cannot entertain ſo mean an 
Opinion of my Superiors, as to imagine that 
theſe Performances are reviſed, before they go - 

to the Preſs, by any Perſon above the Rate of a 
copying Clerk in an Office. 8 
 Anti-Calebs, Anti-Oldcaſtes, and Anti-Occa- 
ſional Writers are, I ſuppoſe, conſtituted and ap- 
pointed, with full Power to deal with the Ad- 

verſary aſſign'd them, as to them, in their pro- 
found judgment and Penetration, ſhall ſeem 
meet. The general Method is flatly to contra- 

dict whatever has been advanced on the other 
Side; by which their Endeavours to miſlead the 
World muſt, to ſpeak modeſtly, often appear 


Contempt the Cauſe they are engag d in, or the 
the Parts of thoſe who are employ d to ſupport 
at. Thus (As the Author of the Sequel, page 
18. ſays of the D. of Glouceſter) the Breaſts _ 
| . | 1 


. 
feel the deepeſt Wounds from theſe Writers are 
generally not thoſe that oppoſe, but they that 
receive them. „ rb 
But, to return from this Digreſſion, the Au- 
thor in queſtion ſeems to have deeper and more 
malicious Views than any of the Set. To what 
Purpoſe has he, in his firſt Performance, put her 
preſent moſt gracious Mazzſty's Character upon 
the iſſue of the Truth of Facts charg'd by Hiſto- 
rians upon Edward the IVth's Queen, unleſs it 
be in hopes of drawing the Shadow of ſome di- 
ſtant Reflections on the Firſt, by the unanimous 
Concurrence of Mankind in bringing the Laſt in 
iy? ä | | 

Has he alledg'd one Argument, in his firſt or 
laſt Pamphlet, to juſtify Eliæabeth Wooduille ; 
tho?, after the indiſcreet and unjuſt Paralel he 
pas thought fit to make, it was a Duty incum- 
Dent on him? No; but he has repeated his 
Challenges to the World, to prove that the 
Ruin of — Family was owing to her Ambition, 

| her bad Policy, and her Endeavours to encreaſe 
and perpetuate her Power: A Truth as evident, 
by the concurrent Teſtimony of all Hiſtorians, as 
that Eligabeth Woodville was Queen of Exg- 
$02 F 
But in what manner does this affect her Ma- 
jeſty. If the Craftſ mans Report of the Dead 
is true, which in this. Reſpect, it certainly is, 
| does it ee 2 that gl e 
-geous Suggeſtions of the Living, if any ſuch there 
ka ens likewiſe be ſo ? No — than 7 
SIT: 55 5 | that 


7 
{ 


e 
Queens being Daughter to Sir Richard Woods 
_ ville, it can beinferr'd that her preſent Majeſty's 
illuſtriousProgenitors were Baronets of England. 
As her Majeſty's eminent Virtues can there- 
fore, receive no Addition from the Praiſes be- 
ftow'd on former Queens; ſo - an Enquiry into 
their Failings, or the Errors they have commit- 
ted, however uſeful it may be, can never caſt a 
Shade over thefe Virtues, nor in any fort affect 
ber Majeſty's diſtinguiſh'd Character. '. - | 
I ſhall therefore, without the leaſt Appre= 
henſion of Cenfure, take upon me to prove that 
the Aſſertion in Relation to Edward the IVth's 
Queen is juſt, and authoriz'd by the concurrent 
Teſtimony of Hiſtorians. For, as the evil Ten- 
dency, and wicked Deſigns of this Author do x 
YZ manifeſtly appear from what has been ſaid, and 
from other Strokes in his Writings, which ! 
1 chuſe to paſs over; the Mask he puts on, his 
violent Pretences to Loyalty makes it neceſſary 
to detect and convict him of every Falſhood he 
advances; that the bold and dogmatical Aſſer- 
tions of this Wolf in Sheeps Cloathing, his vil- 
lanous Hints and Infinuations in relation to their 
VMajeſties, and the AﬀeQion and Loyalty of their 
 SubjeQs, may, for the future, be receiy'd with 
that Contempt and Indignation they deſerve 
from the Flock which he lays in wait to de- 
bi, or oh 5 | 
But Imuſt not paſs over, without Notice, the 
Sequel of theſe notable Obſervations, writ by the 
_ fame Author, or one who ſeems fond of being e- 
919 98 NP ee ſteem'd 


—_ 


fteem'd his Diſciple-and Follower. If he thinks 
it ſuits his Character in relation to Politicks and 
Temporal Affairs, I hope he ſtops there — In 
theſe he ſticks cloſe to him; and Copies not only 
his ſhallow Manner of Writing, ¶ cannot in 
either call it arguing) but follows his Example, 
in his falſe Repreſentations of Facts; and, while - 
he endeavours to convict others of unfair Quo- _ 
tations from Hiſtory, he is manifeſtly Guilty of 
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that Crime. | . | | 5 
His blind Project of Squizting at the Cha- 
racters of two of his Cotemporaries, (a Task he 
finds himſelf ſo unequal to that, like other 
paultry Painters, he is forc'd to write the Name 
under the Piece, and Modeſtly acquaint the 
Reader that he means to Suiut) has laid him 
under the Neceſſity of torturing and mangling 
Rapin, to impoſe upon the World a falſe Notion 
of Richard the IIId's Character, and miſrepre- 
ſent the Conduct of the Duke of Buckiumbam. 
am far from commending their Morals or 
juſtifying all their Actions; but I cannot forgive 
this Author's En the Senſe and meanin 
of Rapin, in the Scraps he takes from him, an 
his Endeavours to palm upon the World Facts di? 
rectly contrary to Truth, without any evident 
Ad vantage to his Cauſe, or the leaſt Degree of 
Detriment to his Adverſaries. For as to the little 
Malice he pretends to, had he not advertis'd it 
to the World himſelf, I dare venture to ſay that 
no body would have entertaind the leaſt Suſpt {| 
cion of his Tendency that way. And, _ - 5 
2h VVV 
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ttle Hurt he could purpoſe from thence, it was 


not, ſure, worth his while to incurr the guilt he 
charges ſo home upon others. But a ſtrong In- 


ſtance ofboth appear, (Sequel page 12) I mean, 
of his perverting the Senſe of Rapin, and at the 
ſame time aſſerting a downright Falſhood, where 


he affirms that Rapia runs counter to all other 
Hiſtorians in commending Richard's natural 
Love or Inclination for Juſtice. | 1 85 


I need go no further than Tindale's Notes up- 
on that Paſſage and the Authorities there produ- 


ced, to confim Rapiu's Aſſertion; and it, in the 


next Addition of his Sequel, he thinks fit to print 


them, to repeat the Words of Lord Verulam, 
and tell the Opinion of Hollingſbed in relation to 
Richard's ſuperior and diſtinguiſſid Qualities, 


Inſtead of ſquinting, he will look ſtraight, in- 
ſtead of low idle Falſhoods, he will ſpeak Truth, 


and own that Rapin has barely done him Juſtice 


in that Particular. But how fairly does he tranſ- 
late, in the End of the fame Paragraph ? Rapin 


ſays, © Richard tocł particular Care (for Vou- 


« lot ex reſſes more than Concern or Regard) | 
te that Juſtice ſhould be punctually and impar- 


1 905 adminiſtred to all this Sul jects without 


Diſtiuction, Provided the Preſervation of his 
„Crom was" not immediately concern d: For 
© when that was at Stake, he made no Scruple 
& to tram ple upon all the Rules of Right and E- 
„ . 373 55 . 
5 855 impartial Author tranſlates it thus, His 
® Regard for Juſtict was ſhewn in ſuch Caſes 
FITS WWW 
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) 
cc only as never interfer'd with his own particu- 
cc lar Intereſt. For wherever that was in the 

„ Jeaſt Degree concern d, the Duke made ns 
ce Scruple of over-turning all Laws, confounding 
4 all Right, and violating all Equity. * 
* When his C was at Stake, or the Pre- 
« ſervation of it immediately concern d, he per- 
« verts wherever his own particular Intereſt 
was in the leaſt Degree concern'd, :. e. for the 
value of a S—— he would over-turn all Laws, 
confound all Right, and violate all Equity. _ 
Has a King then no other Intereſt but the 
'Preſervation of his Crown? and where that hass 
been the Caſe, and the Safety of a Government 
been immediately concern'd, let this upright 
Author ſhew an Inſtance, that great Regards 
have been had to them; Pm afraid that he will 
find that among the moſt Scrupulous they have 
too often been trampled upon. 1 
As to Richard's other Qualities, Rapin ex- 
preſſes himſelf in this Manner. It muſt be 
% own'd that he was a Man of excellent Parts 
& and Underſtanding, (for this beaucoup deſprit 
e ſignifies, if not more) and of great Solidity |: 
and Judgment; Qualities which, had they, |; 
< beenemploy'd to better Purpoſes, would have 
& been a great Honour and Ornament to him.” 
And thus our impartial Author explains it 
(page 11th and in Italicks ”mP he did not 
want what is call'd Parts, Ec.” and in the 
next Article he diſputes the Solidity of his Judg- *' 
ment, and quotes Rapin page 371. But who- 


ever 


* 
/ — 
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(19) | 
ever looks into it will find, that no Man; that 
was not of Richard's Cabinet-Council, can form 
any Judgment upon the Caſe there ſtated. 
His firſt Quotation in Italicks (page 11th) is 
as Unfair as the other; tho? to what Purpoſe, 
unleſs for the Pleaſure of miſleading or de- 
cCeiving, I cannot Imagine. Nor has he one 
ſingle Paſſage in Relation to Richard that agrees 
entirely with Rapin. But where, in the Name 
of Wonder, found he out that ſilly Endeavour 
of Richard's, contain'd in his Italicks, the be- 
ginning of the 13th page. b 
As it would be tedious to Tranſlate Rapir's 
Character of that Prince; every Part of which 
is vouch'd by authentick and undiſputable Au- 
thorities, I ſhall content myſelf with begging 
the Reader to look into it (Vol. 4th, page 374- 
5, and Vol. 6th page 241-2 of the Tranſlation) 
and judge what Credit is to be given to ſuch 
candid and impartial Writers. But, to ſhew the 
Oppoſition in a few Words, Richard is painted 
in this Pamphlet as an ambitious, a cruel, ax 
injudicious, unjuſt, and covetous Prince, with 
tolerable Parts and not one good Quality to re- 
_ commend him. On the other Hand, Holling ſhed, | 
Vierulam, Rapin, and, as Tindal ſays, even Ri- 
chard's Enemies allow that, excepting his Cra- | 
elties to gain and keep the Crown, he was one || 
7 the greateſt Men our Hiſtory mentions; of | 
ſaperiour Parts and Underſtanding, of great | 
Judgment and Penetration, Liberal, Ws and 
of ſuch perſonal Courage as no Man ever paſe # 
$ ONS 1 ke 1 
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(20) 


1 ' feſdin a more emment Degree. Verulam ſays 
that be was in military Virtue approv'd, jealous 
of the Honour of the Engliſh Nation, amd like. 


 bove his Power, Liberal. 


his Vices and his Virtues; Both were extraordi- 
nary, and ſuch ar ho too often found together. 
He ſeems to have follow'd that Maxim, which 
Jalius Cæſar is faid to have had conſtantly in his 


which is now ſo juſtly admir d, had been as 
much run down, as Richards is by the Hiſto- 
rians who n the Reigns of Harry the 
7th and Harry the 8th. 
minent Author, been unſucceſstul, he had now 
been a Cataline of leſſer Name,  _ 
But, after all this Pains, I muſt beg leave to 
proteſt that, far from approving his Conduct or 
Principles, I have no other View but doing Ju- 
ſtice to Hiſtory, and to ſet forth the mean En- 
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to impoſe upon the World. 

tations in relation to the Duke of Buckingham 
are tolerably Fair. But he is at the old Trade, 
ik he would inſinuate that Rapin throws any 
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againſt Richard. Far from diſapproving that 


wiſe a good Lat maker. Free was be call df 
d Di/penſe, ſays Hollingſhed, and, ſomewhat a- 


In 2 Word Richard is equally remarkable tor 


Mouth, Si violandum eſt jus, regnandi gratis | 
violandum eft, in aliis rebus pietatom colas. | 
And had Pompey prevail'd, Cæſar's Character, 


Had Cæſar, ſays an e- 


deavours of theſe pretended Reformers wantonly 


But, to proceed, our Author's two firſt Quo- 


Reflection on him in that Inſtance of his Revenge 


Part 
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tation, I will venture to affirm that rhere is not 
one Word in &Kapiz that has the leaſt Affinity to 


Friends be nor the Puper of their own Schenies 
and Expedients | i 


reſt of the World that the Defire of Revenge, 


really a juſt and noble Sentiment. His pretended 
Quotation (page 16) is moſt ſcandalouſly Falſe. . 


dom. 
tranflates thus, © That from a Spirit of Am- 
* bition and Reſentment, Buckingham endea- 
. cc Reign. 97 e 
85 The Detector of Practices, no leſs Injudicious 


than Unfair. At this rate he may prove from 
Rapin, that Richard had a cloven Foot, and a 


CRF 
Part of His Conduct, he is of Opinion with the 
for real Injuries, or againft a falſe Friend, is 


Rapin, p. 31), has theſe Words, Hi/forians 
c however aſcribe to him only the fame Deſgnu 
&« with the Lord Haſtings, namely, to temove 
© the Q— from the Government of the Kjtg's 
c Perſon and the R—.” The determin'd Re- 
ſolution of all the Ancient Nobility of the King- 


This our Author, for a very poor Reaſon, 
« vour'd to Work , into the Adminiſtra- 
tion, and over-turs thoſe employ'd inthe la e 


Behold here the Scourge of the Craftſman! 


pair of. Horns, . - .. | 
What follows in the next Paragraph in rela- 


tion to the Dupe he may take entirely to himſelf. . | | 


For tho' he gives it in Iralicks, by way of Quo- 


it. Let him take Care that he and fome of his 


* 


tn) 


our Author proceed to ſe the Characters of 
two Perſons he bir 


* 
- * 5 


it is, by the laſt Words of his Pamphlet. 
Had he tranſcribed from Hollizgſhead the fol- 
lowing Paſſage, (it relates chiefly to the Me- 
fthods the Duke of G — was forc'd to make 
uſe of to get Money, in order to Corrupt tboſe 
be had Occaſion for in carrying on his Mea- 


ling the World that he Squinted. They run thus. 


vhich be was fain to Pill and Spoil in other Places, and 
gt him ſtedfaſt Hatred. 27 


Jo the K— his Behaviour was, in Appearance, 
moſt Submiſfive, and he carefully avoided giving him the 
= YZaft Handle to find Fault with his Behaviour. But it was 
= 7 Be more difficult ta ward againſt the ſecret Wounds be gave 
* 279 his Intereſt and Charafer, that he did not ſuſpect from 
what Quarter they came. Hd IT OE, | 
The 9. 
Len] and Attachment, Whilſt in Publick, he made bis 
Cort to her, be privately curry'd Favour with ber Ene- 


Whom ſhe had diſeblig'd.. 


| b Rar. Vol. ach, page 296. (r) page 315+ (x) page 317. 
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In this ingenious and candid Manner; does _ 
ſays he ſquints at: But, by his 
Succeſs in this Attempt, it does not ſeem fo eaſy 
a Matter to him to find Hiſtorical Masks and 
Daggers as he would make the World believe 


| ſures) and added to it three others from Rapin, 
he might have fav'd himſelf the Trouble of tel- 


Wit large Gift s be gat him unſtedfa ft Friendſhip, for 


was deceiv d by his folemn Proteſtations * 


mies, (r) and ſerupled not to Cenſure ber, (x) to thoſe 
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But he proceeds now to what he ſays was the 
chief Intent of his Undertaking; to prove the | 
Aſſertion of the Obſervator in relation to Edward 


the IVth's Queen, and to demonſtrate that the 


Misfortunes of her Family, are ignorantly, as 


well as falſly imputed to her exceſſive Ambition 
and bad Policy). 1 
His chief Argumen 


is (a) © That the Queer 


ce evidently had, or could have Nothing at Heart, 
( bat the Security of- her 


cc ceſſion, of her Children.” The ' Obſervator 


makes Uſe of another of the ſame Kind equally 


concluſive. PO 
But, tho? ſuch Arguments deſerve as little 


Notice as their Authors, yet, for the Satisfaction 


of a Set of Gentlemen who think it, I ſuppoſe, 


a Part of their Duty to extoll and admire them, 
1 ſhall endeavour to ſet forth, in as few Words 
as poſſible, the Solidity 

the exquilite Knowledge and Judgment, or Ho- 

. neſty of thoſe who pretend to ſwallow it them 
ſelves, in order to impoſe upon the World the 
 Multitude ot falſe and ridiculous Doctrines that 


of the Reaſoning, and 


daily appear from the ſame Quarter. 


It will not ſurely be deny'd that theſe Words, 


in their full Extent, might, with equal Juſtice, 


have been apply'd to Henry the VIth's Queen. 
After many eloges of her extraordinary Merit, 
and the uncommon Abilities ſhe undoubtedly : 
poſſeſs d, Pere Böll, ſays, © Perſonne ne 
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(a) Se quel, pag. 14. 


. 


usband, and the Suc- 
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einblit jamais mieux les Devoirs Pune femme 
© attachee aimant Son Mari et Son Etat And 
F ſpeaking of her elſewhere, That there ne ver 

| was à fonder Mother, 4 better Miſtreſs, or 2 
more conſtant Friend, Theſe Qualities too Ra- 
V 
Her Son was a Prince of extraordinary Hopes, 
= (2) ſhe lov'd him to Diſtraction, (5) and he al- 
ways behav'd with the utmoſt Duty and Reſpect 
= towards her. So that of ro + wa it might 
well be faid, that the King her Husband's Ho-—-— 
nour was her's, his Safety was her's, and his 
Proſperity was her's. And had it been poſſible 
for her to taſte of Happineſs after the Loſs of 
that ſhe enjoy'd in him (which ſhe really did not) 
where could ſhe turn her Eyes to find it, but in 
the Proſpect of his Crown ſafely tranſmitted to 
the joint Monument of their Affection, his and 
her Poſterity. VVV 
Let, notwithſtanding theſe plauſible and lofty \ 
Words, all Henry's Misfortunes, the Loſs of his 
Crown, the Murder of his Son, and her own 
Impriſonment and Exile, are, by the concurrent 
Teſtimony of Hiſtorians, attributed to her Am- 
bition; tho? perhaps they may, more properly, 
be ſaid to be owing to her unfortunate Choice of 
Miniſters, of whoſe Attachment to her, ſhe 
ſeem ' d to judge by the Averſion of che People, 
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) Rap. Vol. 4th, pag. 26. : 

(b) Rap. pag. 218. _ 

Pere D'Orl. Vol. 2d. pag. 341. 
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and obſtinately perſiſted to ſuppott them in De- 2 
ſpite, as Rapix expreſſes it, or in Contradictiom 
to the general Bent of the Nation. 

Of the Duke of Suffolk we ſhall have Occa- 
ſion to ſpeak. And ſhe took the Duke of Somer- 
| ſet out of the Tower, where he was ſent upon 

a2 Petition from Parliament, to put him at the 
Head of Affairs; for, ſoon after her Marriage, 
ſhe gain'd an abſolute Aſcendant over the King. 
Tho” the Authority of Rapix be ſufficient to 
determine this Point, yet it will be more Satiſ- 
factory and, I hope, not diſagreeable, to take a 
ſhort View of the Steps by which this ſurprizing 

Change was ſo ſuddenly brought about. For, 
from a profperous and flouriſhing Condition at 
Home, and being courted and reſpected by Fo- 

rea Powers; by the Miſmanagement, the 

| Blunders, and exceſſive Corruption of one Man, 
the Nation was, in the ſpace of five Years, 
plung'd into FaQtion, Diſcontent, and Univerſal 

Decay within, and became ridiculous and con- 
temptible Abroad. Ik Fa 205) 

| _ Tho! ſome ſmall Diſorders began to ariſe, and 

Matters ſeem'd rather to decline towards the 
End of the Duke of Glouceſter's Adminiſtration; 

yet, had his Counſels been follow'd, and the 

vigorous Meaſures he advis'd taken Place, Eug- 
Land had ſoon recoverd it's former glorious and. 
B 


is plainly appears by that Great Mars Pro- 
reft (a) againſt employing the Duke of Orleans, 


> 
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x0 Rap. vol. ath Page 103. 
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* . ( 26 
hen Priſoner in Exgland, to mediate a Peace; 
where, with uncommon Sagacity, he foretells 
(a) the fatal and unavoidable Effects of the 
Weak, the Pacifick Meaſures that then prevail'd, 
the Diſaſters that they brought upon England, 
and the Diſcontents and Murmurings which they 
afterwards did Occafion : and by the Account 
Rapin gives () of the defolate Situation of 
France, the Effeminacy and Weakneſs of their 
King, abandon'd by all his Allies, and the Princes 
-0f his own Houſe ſoon after in a League againſt 
But the Meaſure of the Court was to mortify 
the Duke of Glouceſter, and, without Regard 
to the Honour and Intereſt of the Ning, to baffle |! 
whatever he propos d, 1 1 
About this Time the Earl of Suffolk was taken 
into the Miniſtry, and, by the Death of ſone 
conſiderable Men, the chief Management of |S 
Affairs unexpectedly fell into his Hands. In or- 
der to raiſe his own Credit, he purſued the ſame. 
Meaſure of running counter to the Duke of | 
Glouceſter, and in 1444 or 1445, he enter'd | 
into a Treaty with Fance, which involv'd Eng- 
aud into a Series of incxtricable Difficulties. 
Ibo the Pretence of this Treaty, ſays Ra- 
pain, (c) was the. Publick Good, it was an Ex- 
PDedient calculated for the Support of the Mini- 
© ſiry, who had nothing leſs in View, than the 
Intereſt and Advantage of the Kingdom. | 
() Rap. ibid. Proteſt, Artic Xx. OY 
(b) Rap. pag. 118. 265, = 13 
YC) Rap. pag. 119. 5 „„ 


The Duke of Glouceſters Party exclaim'd 
loudly againſt it, and the Cry of the People was 
h DTT 20 PO ON 
But Suffolk, who was fertile in Expedients, 
reſolv'd to play a new Game, to enable him fo 
get the better of his Adverſaries. He purehas'd 
the Support of a Queen, and the exorbitant 
Power it acquir'd him, at a more extravagant 
Price, (a) than any of his Rivals Conſclences 
would allow them to come up to. It coſt him 
nothing at the Time, but, what he valued 
his Reputation; but it coſt his Country 
and was, afterwards, one of the Articles 


Commons Impeachment againſt him (5). This 
whole Year, fays Rapin, (c was ſpent in ſe- 
FF veral Negotiations about the Hime and Place of 

a New Congreſs; but ſeveral Difficulties ariſing, 

the Truce was prolong'd till November 1446. 


The Miniſter however now being abſolute Maſter 
at Court, his chief Care was to provide for his 
Creatures and Relations. He perſuaded the 
Queen that they were the only Perſons ſhe could 
confide in, and they were thruſt into all the 
great Employments: without the leaſt Regard ro 
erit or Capacity (d). All others, however 
well they deſerv'd of their King and Country, 
| Were render'd Odious to his Majeſty, and, by 
2 Management, in a manner baniſhed the 
ourt. EM 
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(a) Rap. pag. 120, 121. ; 
(b) Rap. pag. 135. Article IV. 

_ - , (EC) Rap. pag. 132. 
(ad) Rap. pag. 132. 


This partial and impolitick Conduct at Home, 
the Ruin of the Duke of Glouceſter, the ill Uſage 
of his Friends, and the Confuſion Affairs were in 
Abroad (a), drew upon the Queen and the Mi- 


niſters an univerſal Hatred. But, having clear d 
the Court of all who oppos'd them, and ſettled 
their Intereſt on this narrow Bottom, they be- 


gan to think themſelves above the reach of Op- 


poſition and Diſturbance (3), and the Servile 


Complaiſance of their firſt Parliament confirm'd 


them in that fatal Opinion. | 
A-large Subſidy was granted to the King to en- 


able him to carry on the War with Vigour; but, 


tho this was the Pretence for the Demand, the 
Views of the Miniſter were quite different (c). 


"Inſtead of making Preparations for War, the Ne- 


gotiations for Peace were continued with Eager- 
neſs, and the Truce was further prolong'd to A- 
pril 1447. | FOI 


Thanks however were voted the Miniſter for 
his great Services to the State, and an extraor- 
dinary Subſidy granted to enable the King to re- 


. - 


Ward him. 


Bur this was one of theſe Parliaments, ſiys 


Rapin (4), that voluntarily ſhut their Eyes, and 
er themſelves to be led by aCoart Faction; 
of which there are too many Examples. 
(a) Rap. pag. 124, Os | | 
(b) Rap. pag. 124. 3 . 
c) Kap. pag. 122. 5 
J Rap. pag. 123. 
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Ihe Art of managing Parliaments ſeems to 
have been this great Man's peculiar Talent, and 
what he chiefly valued himſelf upon; for he 
| either neglected or was groſly ignorant of Fo- 
reign Affairs, and wanted many Accompliſh- 
ments neceſſarily requir'd in one of his Station. 
Eis chief Care was to heap up immenſe Trea- 
ſure, and enrich his Creatures, whilſt he amuſed 
the Publick with continual Nogotiations, 'Trea- 
ties of all Sorts, Preliminary Articles, and 
About this Time the Truce with the Duke of 
Burgundy was prolong'd for a Year; and a new 
Treaty was concluded with him the May follow- 
ing which was to laſt for four Years. (a) The 
Negotiations about a Peace with Fraxce were 
going on at the ſame Time, but new Difficulties 
ariſing, they ended in the uſual Manner. Theſe 
were the Expedients for the Year, But in x 447 
the People, perceiving that the Time appointed 
to procure a Peace was ſpent in Vain, loudly 
murmurd againſt the Miniſter, ) and faid o- 
penly that he had betray'd the Ring and ruin d 
the Nation; that his late Treaty amounted to, 
no more than 4 Trace deſtruftive to England, 
ſince it afforded the Enemy Time to recruit and 
fortify themſelves. | | 
But to calm theſe Murmurings, he bethought 
himſelf of a ew Expedient, which prov'd as 
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if (©) Rep. page 126. Pol. V. 
W (>) Rap. pag. 127. 1 
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1130) | : 
unſiicceſsful as the Former. It was his uſual 

Practice to ſet his Adverſaries at Defiance, and 

Challenge them to Charge him with particular 
Facts. But a Man muſt have been bery impru- 
dent as well as Bold, as Rapin obſerves, to have 
made ſuch an Attempt while he was arm'd with 
the Power of the Court. However to convince 
the World of his Innocence, and the Malice of 

his Enemies, he petition*d the King to appoint a 

Day to hear his Defence. But the general Par- 
don he obtain'd on that Occaſion did him little 

Service; and tho? the Authority of his Adherents 

all over the Kingdom (that is ſuch only as held 
any Place or Office under the Miniſtry) (a) was 

made Uſe of to ſtifle the Complaints and Mur- 
murs of the People, yet he was {till look'd upon 
with Horror, and as the Author of all the Ca- 
lamities that threatned the Nation; inſomuch 
that the King's Name which, Rapin obſerves, 
_ wes extreamly reſpected, was ſcarce ſufficient to 
ſcreen him from the Rage of the People. 

' Rapir's Remark, on his being created Duke 
of Szffolk, is judicious and worthy of Notice, 
ſince it ſhows that the Queen ſuffer'd more by 
ſupporting this hated Man out of a Principle, ſhe 
piqued — herſelf upon, of being conſtant in 
her Friendſhip, than by any other Error ſhe was 
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de Queen, 2 Rapin, one would think, 
* had reſolv'dto brave and inſult the People, by 
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and. Alte by 2 
Cc: if in that Noce 28 | 
her Enemi 9190 on = 
c to ſtir ap the. People agai, 17 
L govern, nat naturally el e the Error of 
3 plaints 811 Murmurs "Fe en 
© Surrounded wwith-a crowd of  Flatterers, TREY - 
£ E little of what paſſes beyond#the B 1 
* thety Circle, or imagine that, h. g i 
jority ¶ Great. Men an their Sides: The reſt . 
< the Sul jects deſerve; no Regard.. "Bat 1. 5 4 
happen that they eel to therr 8 hs that C Great 
if © Mer, ondeuen Kings, whew depriv'2 of the Af- 


© feltion and: Support 7; the Peof Me, 8 j 
© Power thanpreivate Perſons.” 1 1 

The Miniſter -got-over-this Year; 1448, n 
the uſual Manner, by giving Hopes of the Fro i 
ceſs of his Negotiations for Peace. He mae "0 
many ſcandalous Conceſſions, (a) and wp do 


low as to beg it, (Mendier is the Word Rapin 
makes Us of.) 63% Charles whoſe- Inter Rain | 
bs. to do Every Thing elſe in his Power to Sup- 


ſound his Account too much in en. 
crealing the Diſcontents' of the Nation, to agree 
to it. He was: well ng ot the Situation of 

. the Engliſh Miniſtry, and how much the! v too 8 
in Need of a Peace, and made pepe . 
vantages of it, by ſtarting affected Delays and 
Difficulties; and tho Maat, the moſt conlidera” 
ble Town the E poſſeſs on the Comments 
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was this Year deliver'd up, the Treaty ended in 
a farther Prolongation of the Truce till 1449. 
And the Nation continued in the ſame State of 
Uncertainty, as during the laſt four Years, under 
all the Burthens and Inconveniencies of War, 
without reaping any of the Advantages that 
might reaſonably have been expected from it. 
4 1 tat Rite Charles finding himſelf in a 
Condition to renew the War, = the Ergliſh in 
8 no Readineſs to oppoſe him, took the firſt {light 
Pretence that offer'd of commencing Hoſtilities. 
The Miniſter had recourſe to his uſual Expedient, 
and another Congreſs was appointed at Loxviers, 
to. accommodate the Differences that had hap- 
pen'd ; but the Complaints of the Exg/zſh Mini- 
ſters, and their Offers of farther Conceſſions 
were rejected with equal Diſdain (a); and no 
Wonder, if what Orleans ſays of their Situation 
is true (). The Enugliſu were no longer look d 
upon as the ſame People, neither Abroad nor in 
their own Country; weak and deſpis d in the 
one, full of Diſcontent and Faction in the other; 
they were never regarded till now ſuch proper 
Objects of Inſults and Conqueſt. | 
Rapin ſpeaks much to the ſame Purpoſe a- 
bout the Situation of the Ezgi;h; but we muſt 
not paſs over his Remarks upon this Occaſion. 
_ Whilff Charles, ſays he, (c) prepar'd for 
War, he amuſed the Engliſh with fruitleſs Ne- 
gotiations. The Inprudeuce of the Court of 
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England at this Fundi ure is Matter of the great- 

eſt Aftoniſhmnent. They neither had the Reſolu- 
in tion to fulfil the OE nes they had enter d 
9. into by their late Treaty, nor to prepare for 
ne Wat, ———— @ Spirit of Folly and Madneſs 
ſeem'd to have taken Poſſeſſion of the Engliſh 


er 8 
* It would, be endleſs to enumerate the many 


Crimes, the Follies, and the Blunders of the 
Miniſter ; (a) the immenſe Treaſures he ferap'd 
together for himſelf, whilſt he drain'd the Na- 
tion, and ſuffer d Trade to run to Ruin. They 
began, at length, ſays Rapin, (b) to rouze open- 
ly the impatient Temper of the Exg/iſh. But it 
was the Opinion of many at that Time, that the 
diſmal and uncertain State, in which the Nation - 
continu'd during the five laſt Years of his Admi- 1 
niſtration, did better ſuit his Purpoſes, than ei- 'Y 
ther a profound Peace or an open War, oy 
He was no Soldier himſelf, he had no Friend 
or Relation fit to put at the Head of an Army, 
nor did Exgland afford one Man whom his Jea- 
lous and ambitious Temper would fuffer him to 
entruſt with ſo great a Command (c). So that 
he would have been expos'd to the Hazards and 
Inconveniencies of a War without reaping, 
what he look'd upon to be the chief Advantage 
of it, Rapine and Plunder, E 
In Peace he could not have had the Oppor- 
tunities of acquiring ſo much Wealth, nor of en- 
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of vigorous Meaſures, wit 


Numbers of unneceſſary Troops, for Expeditions 
and Imbarkations, and, as they were ſeldom put 
in Execution, and never in the Extent propos'd, 
he converted to his own Purpoſes the Money 


the Engliſh, and encouraged the Enemy to beſiege 
of the Nation; he confidently mention'd, that, 
ſtrances and Negotiations, than by violent and 
unſeaſonable Reſentmen e. 


(aa) Impeachment, Art. 3d. 5th, 6th, 7th, gth, 


riching the Multitude of Creatures and Rela- 
tions, whom, without Regard to Merit or Ca- 
pacity, he ſhametully (as Rapin repeats in ſeve- 


ral Places) thruſts into every lucrative Office 
and Employment. | 


But the Diſorders, the uncertain, the Her- 
mophradite State, which from the Day he was 
Maſter at Court, he artfully managed and fo- 
mented (a), afforded him, at once, the different 


Advantages of Peace and War. 


The Hopes of procuring the Firſt, by a Shew 
I which for five Years 

running he amuſed the Nation, furniſhed annual 
etences to impoſe extraordinary Taxes for 


that was appropriated for them. Frequent Sums 
were granted, on pretence of ſecret Services, 
which paſſed through his Hands and never were 
accounted for. And whilſt he fold ;the fortity'd 
Towns, of the greateſt Importance, belonging to 
{ome (Y), or repair others, to the great Prejudice 
conſidering his Influence at the Court of France, 
Satisfaction would be eaſier obtain'd by Remon- 
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© "Thus he often acted the Part of an Agent for 


France, rather than of an Engliſh Miniſter, Such 


were the Murmurs and Complaints againſt the 


Duke of Sffolk (a), when the Parliament met in 


the beginning of 1450 ; and, notwithſtanding all 


the Arts of the Court were diſplay'd to ſuppreſs 


the general Diſcontent () which had ſeiz d even 
Members of Parliament, the Commons exhi- 


him, of which J ſhall only mention the Heads: 
Article, 2d. He was accuſed of Bribery and Corruption. 


Article 4th. That be had entered into ſecret Articles 
er theReſtitution of Mans; and had impoſed upon the King 


and Council, in order to get them to ratify bis Engagements. 
It is to beobſerv'd that theReſtitution of thatTown, occaſi- 
oned ſuch Clamours in England, that it was put off for four 


Tears after the Agreement, (c) and, according tothe French 
Hiſtorians, it was takenby a pretended Siege during the 
Truce. Rapin /ays it was deliver'd, but that Henry had 
two Commiſſaries there to make a very odd ſort of Pro- 


teſtation. Y | = WP, 
Article 7th. That, by 2 Conceſſions and For- 
nemy an Opinion of the WWeak- 

ne/s of England, and thereby had hinder'd the Concluſion 
of a Peace. TW | = 

Art. 8th. That he had made his Boaſts that his Influence 
and Credit of the Court of France, was no leſ than at 
that of England. + 8 

Art. roth. That, by his Condułt, England had loft two 
of its moſt Natural and Ancient Allies. | 


Some of theſe Articles he deny'd, and for others 
Which he was forc'd to own, he produced the 
King's Orders. But that ſays Rapin (d) was not 
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(a) Rap. pag, Eds. ( hid. V 
(6) Rap, pag. 130. (d) Rap. pag. 136. ſufficient 


3 
ſufficient to excuſe him; his chief Crime being 
the Abuſe of the Credit and Power, the King 
| had allowꝰd him, and his frequent Impoſitions on 
the Council. „ 8 þ 
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. As to the laft Article he made no fort of De- 
8 | fence, and the ſame Author obſerves, © That his 
| , © Condut? with Reſpect to the Allies is a My- 
BY "© ſtery not eaſy to be Underſtood. ED, 


1I᷑0o0 fave him from the Effects of this Proſecu- 
E tion, and give the Commons ſome fort of Satiſ- 
faction, he was ſent to the Tower. But his being 
releas'd ſoon after, and, by the Queen's Influence, 
replac'd in his former Station, occaſion'd a dan- 
gerous Sedition. „ bt 
At the next meeting of Parliament, the Com- 
mons, ina Body, preſented a Petition to the King 
againſt him; and the Queen perceiving that fur- 
ther Attempts to Protect him might prove dan- 
pron, ſhe prevail'd with Heury to ſtrip him of 
his Employments, to turn out all his Creatures 
(a) and baniſh him the Realm for five Years. 
Ihe only Method, left untry'd, to ſcreen him 
from the Rage of an injur'd People. 
But it did not ſucceed. The Puniſhment he 
had long merited overtook him before he got 
croſs the Seas. A Captain of a Man of War met 
him in his Paſſage to Frauce, and deliver'd his 
Country from that Scourge, by ordering his 
Head to be chopp'd off without further Cere- 
mony. ö We op 
Such was the inveterate Hatred againſt this 
Man, that wherever he found an Engliſhman, he 
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„ 
found an Enemy, and ſo full of Rage that, rats 
than he {ſhould Eſcape, he was ready to be his 
Executioner. | 

It is ancertain ſays Rapin (a) 8 he 
© 'was Guilty of all the Crimes the Commons laid 
to his Char 57 (part of them only have been 
here mention'd) but it can not be deny'd that 
the Dif: fac 225 one on the Neck of ano- 
ther, happen d to the Aﬀairs of the Engliſh, are 
to be imputed to his bad Conduct. 

As the Adminiſtration of the D. of Suffolk 
rais'd ſuch Univerſal Diſcontent, fo ſtrong a Fer- 
ment in the Nation; it would be ſuperfſuous to 
trace any further, the Cauſe of Hezry the VIth's 
Misfortunes, or the Reaſons why Hiſtorians at- 
tribute them to the Ambition and Conduct of 
the Queen, who openly ſupported him after he 
became fo Odiqus to the People. 

And Jean not be of the Opinion of a late Au- 
thor of Reflections on this Reign. That be- 
© cauſe the People loſt neither their Privileges 
nor Patrimonies, they were trick'd into an O- 

* pinion that they were hurt by the York Faction. 

Being brought to the brink of Diſtruction, and 
in Danger of loſing the Whole, by the Conduct 
of wicked or ignorant Miniſters, is, ſurely, a more 
juſt and reaſonable Foundation for Clamour and 
Diſcontent, and their neceſſary Effects, than any 
particular Inſtances of Encroachments upon pri- 
vate Prop 
As to he Title of the Duke of Tork, It was 
never mention d till 1448, two >-Years before the 
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fatal End of che Miniſter what « Sarg ya his Way to tlie 
Throne: And immediately upon its being 9 5 of he was recall'd 
from the Regency of Fraxce, an Office of too 122 Power and 
Importance to be truſted in the Hands of ap d Rival by 2 
Jealous and clear · ſigbted Queen. 

But as I find this Point has been 9 aiſputed, L muſt beg 
Leave to Trouble the Reader with one mor: Paiſzge in relation to 
it» ( 

De Diſvof tion of the People inſpir'd the Duke "of 
| © York with the Hopes of being able to aſſert bis Titleto 
the Crown. And, in all Appearance, he never 
© would have form'd ſuch a Defiga bad the Duke of Glou- 

«© ceſter been Alive, or if the Nation bad not 5 A | 
fected to the Dueen and the Minifters.” © | 

The Advantage Edward the IVth made of theſs 
is known to every body, and the Miſery and Calunttion, from 
which England never recover'd till Hem the VIIch came to the 
Crown. And as ſome curious Paſſages in the Administration of | 
the Duke of Suffo7# has inſenſihly led me into a Diſqui which 
I had no View to at firſt; inftead of entring into the Detail, "I pro- © 
_ poſed, of the Conduct of Edward the IVth's Queen, ; ales ons 
Leave to lay down a general Maxim, and leave it to the ( 
ration of theſe Authors, viz. 5 

That no Inſtance can be given of a Revolution, eſpe al 1 
free Country, that can be ſaid to be owing to the | 
or Intrigues of the Perions, that receiv d the chief Advancement 
in Conſequence of it. | 

The famous Revoluion in portugal (l mall only a > fow) 
was not ſurely owing to the Duke of By zgante ; ; nor that of Swedes: 
to Guſtavus, who hv'd fo lang among the Minzrs, The Infolence 

of the Dans occaſion'd the One and the Indglence, and the Op- 
preſſions of the Paniardt the Other- As much as the aka: 
of the Nether{tats owed: their Liberty to the Superſtition, 
Cruelties of the Duke D* Alva. As much as Britain owes its Ree 
bgion and Liberties, and the many Bleſſings we enjoy under his 
preſent moſt gracious Majeſty's mild and auſpicious a very tad 
to the imprudent Councils, the untimely Zeal, and 

Policy o King Janes the IId, and not to the Intrigues add. Mu: 
vagement of K ing liam : whoſe Ambition was above the ſelfiſh 
Views of coveting any other Title, than, that which his elevated 
Sentiments, his Moderation and true Courage acquir'd Hm, the 
lorious Deliverer of ECROPE from the Tyranny of an Univerſal 
Monarch, and theſe Kingdoms from the more imme any . 
of Tepe and Argitrary Poner. .. 0 Ws: TE; | 
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